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Discernable economic policies and current state of play of the Japanese economy

It is three months that Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga assumed office. Seen as stout defender of Abenomics, the 
economic policies introduced by his predecessor Shinzo Abe in 2013, the new Prime Minister announced his own 
agenda soon after assuming office. Pushing a long overdue digitalization of the administration and the business 
world, in particular SMEs, and reinforcing Japan’s international stand as defender of free trade and multilateral 
agreements are two of the first clear messages prime minister Suga offered on his vision of the Japanese 
economy. 

Join us for this webinar with Dr. Sayuri Shirai, Professor of Economics at the Faculty of Policy Management, Keio 
University, to understand what the first three months of his administration hint for the rest of his term as prime 
minister. Dr. Shirai will open with an explanation of the current state of play of the Japanese economy, its major 
macro-economic challenges before focusing on what might soon be called genuine “Suganomics”.

Three months of Suganomics
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The speaker

Prof. Dr. Sayuri Shirai is currently a professor of Keio University and is also senior 
advisor to Federated Hermes EOS (stewardship service provider) located in London. 
She holds Ph.D. in economics from Columbia University in New York, USA. She was 
also visiting scholar to Asian Development Bank Institute in 2016-2020.
Prof. Shirai was a Member of the Policy Board of the Bank of Japan (BOJ) in 
2011-2016, responsible for making policy decisions. She taught at ‘lInstitut d'études 
politiques de Paris (“Sciences Po”) in 2007–2008 and was an economist at the Inter-
national Monetary Fund in 1993-1998.

Dr. Shirai is the author of numerous books and papers on a variety of subjects including monetary policies, global 
finance, macro economies, exchange rate systems, central bank digital currency, and cryptocurrency issues. She 
frequently comments on Japanese economy at CNBC, Bloomberg, Singapore-based Channel News Asia, and 
other TV programs. Her most recent book in English is entitled “Growing Central Bank Challenges in the World 
and Japan”, published by the Asian Development Bank Institute in 2017 and second edition in 2020 (free down-
load available). Her personal homepage is available here. 
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